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1

Janssen, Jan

From: Chris LaHatte <chris.lahatte@icann.org>

Sent: jeudi 13 février 2014 05:08

To: Peter Young

Subject: RE: Complaint in respect of .SPORT community objection

Dear Peter 
 
I am opening a dialogue with ICC about this, and will keep you posted as to progress. I am uncertain what I can achieve, but want to get their views for now. 
 
Regards 
 
Chris LaHatte 
Ombudsman 
Blog  https://omblog.icann.org/ 
Webpage http://www.icann.org/en/help/ombudsman 
 
 
Confidentiality 
All matters brought before the Ombudsman shall be treated as confidential.  The Ombudsman shall also take all reasonable steps necessary to preserve the privacy of, and to avoid 
harm to, those parties not involved in the complaint being investigated by the Ombudsman.The Ombudsman shall only make inquiries about, or advise staff or Board members of 
the existence and identity of, a complainant in order to further the resolution of the complaint.  The Ombudsman shall take all reasonable steps necessary to ensure that if staff and 
Board members are made aware of the existence and identity of a complainant, they agree to maintain the confidential nature of such information, except as necessary to further the 
resolution of a complaint 
 

From: Peter Young   

Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2014 12:14 AM 

To: Chris LaHatte 
Subject: RE: Complaint in respect of .SPORT community objection 

 

Dear Chris 

 

Thank you. 

 

Please also note the latest line of correspondence with the ICC. I find their reluctance to agree to a very simple and transparent request surprising to say the least. Please 

can you add this to our list of complaints. 

Contact Information Redacted
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Best regards 

 

 

Peter 

 

 

From: Chris LaHatte [mailto:chris.lahatte@icann.org]  

Sent: 07 February 2014 04:44 

To: Peter Young 

Subject: RE: Complaint in respect of .SPORT community objection 

 

Dear Peter 
 
Thank you for this email and annexures. I will commence an investigation, and discuss with you any further material I need in due course. 
 
Regards 
 
Chris LaHatte 
Ombudsman 
Blog  https://omblog.icann.org/ 
Webpage http://www.icann.org/en/help/ombudsman 
 
 
Confidentiality 
All matters brought before the Ombudsman shall be treated as confidential.  The Ombudsman shall also take all reasonable steps necessary to preserve the privacy of, and to avoid 
harm to, those parties not involved in the complaint being investigated by the Ombudsman.The Ombudsman shall only make inquiries about, or advise staff or Board members of 
the existence and identity of, a complainant in order to further the resolution of the complaint.  The Ombudsman shall take all reasonable steps necessary to ensure that if staff and 
Board members are made aware of the existence and identity of a complainant, they agree to maintain the confidential nature of such information, except as necessary to further the 
resolution of a complaint 
 

From: Peter Young   
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 3:42 AM 

To: Chris LaHatte 

Cc: Ren Marr 
Subject: Complaint in respect of .SPORT community objection 

 

Dear Chris 

 

Contact Information Redacted
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I hope you are well. 

 

Please find attached our complaint in respect of the .SPORT objection determination plus supporting documents. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Peter 
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1

Janssen, Jan

From: Chris LaHatte <chris.lahatte@icann.org>

Sent: samedi 29 mars 2014 12:58

To: Peter Young

Subject: Re: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil  EXP/471/ICANN/88

Dear Peter 
I have seen the reply from ICC. Can you please tell me as soon as you can, what due diligence you did on the expert when he was appointed, and when you discovered the 
new material which has resulted in this response, and how difficult it was, to find the new material. Was this something you would have discovered with an appropriate 
level of search? I am sorry to land this on you, and please take the time you need. But I think you may have this ready. 
 
I am in transit from ICANN 49 but want to prepare a quick response, as soon as I can when I return home, Sunday afternoon NZ time. 
 
Regards 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On 28/03/2014, at 1:07 am, "Peter Young" wrote: 

Thank you Chris. 
In this case we will refrain from filing a reconsideration request at this time. 
Best regards 
Peter 

From: Chris LaHatte [mailto:chris.lahatte@icann.org]  
Sent: 27 March 2014 14:52 
To: Peter Young 
Subject: Re: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Yes, I will be able to 
Regards 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On 27/03/2014, at 9:41 pm, "Peter Young"  wrote: 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted
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Dear Chris 
Assuming the ICC come back tomorrow, will you be in a position to submit your recommendation within 14 days? I ask because it makes 
sense for your recommendations to be submitted first, but equally I do not want to miss the opportunity of a reconsideration request 
based on a technicality. 
Many thanks for your continued assistance. 
Peter 

From: Chris LaHatte [mailto:chris.lahatte@icann.org]  
Sent: 27 March 2014 13:13 
To: Peter Young 
Subject: Re: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
If you seek reconsideration then I will place my investigation on hold until it has been completed but I will not close my file 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On 27/03/2014, at 7:57 pm, "Peter Young"  wrote: 

Thank you Chris 
Just so I am clear on this point, if we do submit another reconsideration request to ICANN Board directly, can I just check 
with you that does not fetter your powers or impede your investigation or recommendations in any way? I believe we do 
only have a limited time (15 days from the discovery of the new information) to submit our reconsideration request. 
Kind regards 
Peter 

From: Chris LaHatte [mailto:chris.lahatte@icann.org]  
Sent: 27 March 2014 11:48 
To: Peter Young 
Subject: RE: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
My thoughts were that if this connection is unacceptable then if there is an appearance of bias, based on information not 
available to you at the time he was appointed, then I would recommend that the New gTLD Program Committee rehear 
this application with a new expert. 
The reason for this, is that this does come within my jurisdiction, as a matter of process where the expert may have been 
required to disclose this. I want to see the ICC response before I make a final decision 
Regards 
Chris LaHatte 
Ombudsman 
Blog https://omblog.icann.org/ 
Webpage http://www.icann.org/en/help/ombudsman 
Confidentiality 

Contact Information Redacted
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All matters brought before the Ombudsman shall be treated as confidential. The Ombudsman shall also take all reasonable 
steps necessary to preserve the privacy of, and to avoid harm to, those parties not involved in the complaint being 
investigated by the Ombudsman.The Ombudsman shall only make inquiries about, or advise staff or Board members of the 
existence and identity of, a complainant in order to further the resolution of the complaint. The Ombudsman shall take all 
reasonable steps necessary to ensure that if staff and Board members are made aware of the existence and identity of a 
complainant, they agree to maintain the confidential nature of such information, except as necessary to further the 
resolution of a complaint 

From: Peter Young   
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 6:41 PM 
To: Chris LaHatte 
Subject: RE: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Thank you Chris 
I expect that the ICC will resist any disclosure. 
We are considering submitting a fresh reconsideration request based upon the fact that this is material information that 
was in existence at the time of the Board’s decision but was not known or considered by them. Do you have any thoughts 
on this? 
Kind regards 
Peter 

 Peter Young 
Managing Director/Chief Legal Officer 
Famous Four Media Limited 

 
  

Phone:  
 

Skype:  

From: Chris LaHatte [mailto:chris.lahatte@icann.org]  
Sent: 27 March 2014 11:33 
To: Peter Young 
Subject: RE: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Peter 
This does change the landscape somewhat. My views and recommendation will need input from ICC first, so hopefully they 
will respond quickly 
Regards 
Chris LaHatte 
Ombudsman 
Blog https://omblog.icann.org/ 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted



4

Webpage http://www.icann.org/en/help/ombudsman 
Confidentiality 
All matters brought before the Ombudsman shall be treated as confidential. The Ombudsman shall also take all reasonable 
steps necessary to preserve the privacy of, and to avoid harm to, those parties not involved in the complaint being 
investigated by the Ombudsman.The Ombudsman shall only make inquiries about, or advise staff or Board members of the 
existence and identity of, a complainant in order to further the resolution of the complaint. The Ombudsman shall take all 
reasonable steps necessary to ensure that if staff and Board members are made aware of the existence and identity of a 
complainant, they agree to maintain the confidential nature of such information, except as necessary to further the 
resolution of a complaint 

From: Peter Young   
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 6:06 PM 
To: EXPERTISE 
Cc: Fadi Chehade; Cherine Chalaby; Christine Willett; Chris LaHatte; Ren Marr; Charles Melvin; Geir Rasmussen 
Subject: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Ms Reade 
Please find attached our further letter of today. 
Yours sincerely 
Peter Young 

 Peter Young 
Managing Director/Chief Legal Officer 
Famous Four Media Limited 

 
  

Phone:  
 

Skype:  

Cc Fadi Chehadé, Cherine Chelaby, Christine Willett,ICANN 
Chris LaHatte, ICANN Ombudsman 

From: READE Emma On Behalf Of EXPERTISE 
Sent: 06 February 2014 18:53 
To: Peter Young 
Cc: EXPERTISE 
Subject: RE: ICC  
Dear Mr. Young,  
Please find attached our letter of today.  
Kind regards,  
Emma Reade | Juriste  

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted
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International Centre for ADR | International Chamber of Commerce  
  

 | www.iccadr.org 

 
1st ICC International Mediation Round Table: 6 February 2014 
9th ICC International Commercial Mediation Competition: 7 – 12 February 2014 
1st ICC Workshop on new Mediation Rules: 17 September 2014 
5th ICC International Mediation Conference: 18 September 2014 
� Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
This message is confidential. If you have received this message in error, please delete it and notify the sender. You should 
not retain this message or disclose its contents to anyone.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ce message est confidentiel. Si vous avez reçu ce message par erreur, veuillez le détruire et en informer l'expéditeur. Vous 
ne devez ni conserver le message, ni en révéler le contenu. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

De : Peter Young   
Envoyé : 31 January 2014 17:08 
À : EXPERTISE 
Objet : RE: ICC EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Spela 
Please find letter attached. 
 
Kind regards 
Peter 

 Peter Young 
Managing Director/Chief Legal Officer 
Famous Four Media Limited 

 
  

Phone:  
 

Skype:  

From: KOSAK Spela  On Behalf Of EXPERTISE 
Sent: 21 January 2014 19:05 
To: Peter Young 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted
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Cc: EXPERTISE 
Subject: RE: ICC EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Sir, 
Please find attached our letter of today, 
Yours faithfully, 
Špela Košak | Deputy Manager  
NB: New address since 21 October 2013!  
International Centre for ADR | International Chamber of Commerce  

  
 | www.iccadr.org 

 
1st ICC International Mediation Round Table: 6 February 2014 
9th ICC International Commercial Mediation Competition: 7 – 12 February 2014 
1st ICC Workshop on new Mediation Rules: 17 September 2014 
5th ICC International Mediation Conference: 18 September 2014 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
This message is confidential. If you have received this message in error, please delete it and notify the sender. You should 
not retain this message or disclose its contents to anyone.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ce message est confidentiel. Si vous avez reçu ce message par erreur, veuillez le détruire et en informer l'expéditeur. Vous 
ne devez ni conserver le message, ni en révéler le contenu. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

From: Peter Young   
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 5:37 PM 
To: EXPERTISE 
Cc: Ren Marr 
Subject: RE: ICC EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Sirs 
We refer to the above referenced case. Further to this matter, and after the judgement was rendered, we discovered a 
potential indicator of a lack of impartiality of the Expert. We attach our submission and requests in this regard for your 
attention. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Peter Young 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted
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 Peter Young 
Director/Chief Legal Officer 
Famous Four Media Limited 

 
  

Phone:  
 

Skype:  

From: READE Emma  On Behalf Of EXPERTISE 
Sent: 25 June 2013 18:38 
To: '; Peter Young 
Cc: ' '; EXPERTISE 
Subject: ICC EXP/471/ICANN/88 
Dear Sirs,  
Please find attached our letter of today. 
Faithfully yours, 
Emma Reade 
ICC International Centre for Expertise 

 
 

 
 
Tel.:  
Fax:  

� Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This message is confidential. If you have received this message in error please delete it and notify the sender immediately. 

Please contact the Centre by telephone at . You 

should not retain the message or disclose its contents to anyone. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Ce message est confidentiel. Si vous avez reçu ce message par erreur, veuillez le détruire et en informer l’expéditeur. Veuillez 

contacter le Centre par téléphone au . Vous ne 

devez ni conserver le message, ni en révéler le contenu.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted
Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted



Annex 32.



1

Janssen, Jan

From: TUMPEL Hannah 

Sent: samedi 29 mars 2014 12:33

To: 'christine.willett@icann.org'

Cc: 'fadi.chehade@icann.org'; 'cherine.chalaby@icann.org'; Chris LaHatte (chris.lahatte@icann.org); Ren Marr; Charles Melvin; Geir Rasmussen; 

KOSAK Spela; Peter Young

Subject: RE: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil  EXP/471/ICANN/88

Attachments: Letter to Mr. Peter Young_29 March 2014.pdf

Dear Ms. Willett,  

 
Please find attached for your information the Centre's letter of today to Mr. Young, in response to his email and correspondence dated 27 March 2014.  

 
This email goes in copy to all recipients of Mr. Young's email.  

 

Yours sincerely, 
Hannah Tümpel  

 
 

From: EXPERTISE 
Sent: 28 March 2014 23:42 

To: 'Peter Young' 

Cc: 'fadi.chehade@icann.org'; 'cherine.chalaby@icann.org'; 'christine.willett@icann.org'; Chris LaHatte (chris.lahatte@icann.org); Ren Marr; Charles Melvin; Geir Rasmussen; 
EXPERTISE; KOSAK Spela 

Subject: RE: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 

Dear Mr. Young,  

On behalf of the Centre, I acknowledge receipt of your below email and its attachments of 27 March 2014.  

The Centre will revert to you shortly. 

As per your request, the individuals copied to your email shall receive a copy of our correspondence.  

Yours sincerely, 

Hannah Tümpel  

Hannah Tümpel | Senior Counsel and Manager 

International Centre for ADR | International Chamber of Commerce  

NB: New address since 21 October 2013!  

Contact Information Redacted



2

  

 | www.iccadr.org  

From: Peter Young [   

Sent: jeudi 27 mars 2014 11:06 

To: EXPERTISE 

Cc: 'fadi.chehade@icann.org'; 'cherine.chalaby@icann.org'; 'christine.willett@icann.org'; Chris LaHatte (chris.lahatte@icann.org); Ren Marr; Charles Melvin; Geir 

Rasmussen 

Subject: .SPORT and Dr. Guido Tawil EXP/471/ICANN/88 

Dear Ms Reade 

Please find attached our further letter of today. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Young 

 

Peter Young 
Managing Director/Chief Legal Officer 
Famous Four Media Limited 

 

  
Phone:  

 

Skype:  

Cc Fadi Chehadé, Cherine Chelaby, Christine Willett,ICANN 

Chris LaHatte, ICANN Ombudsman 

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted



Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted

Contact Information Redacted



Prior to the appointments in the cases related to the new gTLD, the Centre conducted a research 
of possible candidates. Candidates willing and available to act as Expert within the time frame 
set by the Procedure were invited to complete specific model documents, including a 
Curriculum Vitae (“CV”). The information requested in the CV regarded their training, 
qualifications, specific experience and knowledge of specific areas of law.  
 
Based on the information provided in the CV, the Centre would then decide which candidate 
would be invited to submit a candidacy in a specific case.   
 
Such candidate would then be given the information necessary to conduct a conflict check and 
to complete ICC’s standard Declaration of Acceptance and Statement of Independence 
(“DASI”). The information given to the candidate to conduct such conflict check included the 
information provided by the parties in the Objection and the Response with regard to the 
parties, their representatives and the related entities, if any.  
 
Based on the information received from the candidates, the Centre then made a proposal to the 
Standing Committee with regard to the appointment of an Expert in a specific case. Together 
with the proposal, the Expert’s CV and DASI would be communicated to the Standing 
Committee.  
 
Following the appointment, the Expert’s CV and DASI were sent to the parties. In this regard, 
we refer you to the Centre’s letter in case EXP/471/ICANN/88 dated 30 July 2013.  
 
In cases where the candidate signaled in the DASI any circumstances which in the eyes of the 
parties might put into question his or her independence, the Centre either didn’t proceed with 
the appointment process of this candidate or invited the parties’ comments on the specific 
candidate’s DASI prior to finalizing the appointment.  In the latter case, the parties were invited 
to submit their comments, if any, pursuant to Article 7(4) of the Rules.  
 
Pursuant to Article 11(4) of the Rules, a party also had the possibility to object to the 
appointment of an Expert should it find that the Expert did not have the necessary qualifications 
or is not fulfilling the expert's functions in accordance with these Rules or in a timely fashion. 
In this regard the Practice Note set a specific time limit for such objections.  
 
Considerations with Regard to Case EXP/471/ICANN/88 
 
As you are aware, the Dr. Tawil submitted his DASI in which he declared “Nothing to disclose: 
I am impartial and independent and intend to remain so. To the best of my knowledge, and 
having made due enquiry, there are no facts or circumstances, past or present, that I should 
disclose because they might be of such a nature as to call into question my independence in the 
eyes of any of the parties and no circumstances that could give rise to reasonable doubts as to 
my impartiality”.  
 
The Centre and the Standing Committee have acted accordingly. Further, while this matter was 
open, none of the parties objected to the appointment of the Expert. 
 
Finally, the Centre and the Standing Committee acted in accordance with the Rules and the 
Procedure, as well as all other relevant requirements in this process.   
 
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
 

Hannah Tümpel 
Senior Counsel and Manager  
ICC International Centre for Expertise 
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The International Association of Athletics Federations became the first world governing body to confirm

it had resigned from SportAccord following the attack by its President Marius Vizer on the International

Olympic Committee (IOC) here earlier today.

The IAAF is one of three International Federations to have resigned, along with International Shooting

Sport Federation (ISSF) and World Archery.

Lamine Diack and Franz Schreiber, President of the IAAF and secretary general of the ISSF

respectively, were also among at least 10 Olympic Federations to sign a letter claiming they did not

agree with Vizer's comments and that they back Bach.

Uğur Erdener, President of World Archery, was also also among the signatories of the letter and later 

confirmed they suspended their membership of SportAccord.

Vizer had launched a scathing attack on the IOC at SportAccord's General Assembly, accusing them of

running a system that is "expired, outdated, wrong, unfair and not at all transparent."

The letter, obtained by insidethegames, claimed Vizer had spoken on their behalf without them being

consulted.

"We the undersigned Members of the SportAccord Association are expressing to the SportAccord

leadership our disagreement on the opinions expressed this morning by the SportAccord President

during the opening speech which do not reflect the views of the International Federations," the letter

said.

"We also express our strong support to the International Olympic Committee and to the Olympic

Agenda 2020 which has been adopted under the leadership of the IOC President Thomas Bach in

consultation and agreement with all the International Federations".

Page 2 of 12IAAFlead Federations resigning from SportAccord after Vizer attackon Bach as IOC Pre...
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All of the Federations who have signed the letter are part of the Olympic programme at the Summer

Games and, of the 13, eight are led by current or honorary IOC members.

All are considered to be close allies of Bach.

The most prominent name was Diack, a member of the IOC between 1999 and 2013 until he reached

the mandatory retirement age of 80 when he became an honorary IOC member.

The other Federations to sign the letter were the World Aquatics Federation, World Archery, World

Badminton, the International Basketball Federation, International Canoe Federation, International

Fencing Federation, International Hockey Federation, FIFA, International Modern Pentathlon Union and

World Rowing,

The International Cycling Union, International Volleyball Federation and World Rugby have all

confirmed to insidethegames that they also later signed the letter.
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3Comments 1

• •

never_tests_positive •

W ow. IOC-associated sports federations not just refuse to endorse transparency and

good governance,but condemn anyone who mentions it. Now you know why the only

countries left in the world to host the big IOC event are autocratic/despots.

The money flowing under the table must be huge.

• •

Arne Johansen •

It might be that;""(it)do(es)not reflect the views of the International Federations""...but

Iam sure it reflects the view of most of those international federations members. So

who are you working for,your members,or the IOC.....?

• •

antoine de Navacelle •

Not surprised. Sport accord is a commercial enterprise that consider the Olympic.

Mouvement. And the values it carries as a hindrance to the sport eventing industry
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and would have been guaranteed a medal if they had competed in that missed race and finished higher
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The head of track and field's governing body compared Vizer to a

"dictator," and the International Paralympic Committee announced

that it was withdrawing as an associate member of SportAccord in

protest.

The developments came after Vizer blasted the International

Olympic Committee and Bach on Monday in a speech at the

opening of the SportAccord convention in Sochi. It marked an un-

precedented public rebuke within the Olympic movement and ex-

posed a bitter power struggle at the high levels of sport.

With Bach looking on, Vizer accused the IOC of lacking transpar-

ency, ignoring the federations, blocking his plans for new multi-

sport competitions and wasting money on an Olympic TV channel

and opening and closing ceremonies. He described the IOC sys-

tem as "expired, outdated, wrong, unfair and not at all transpar-

ent."

The summer sports association said it considered Vizer's position

"not compatible with the role and mission of ASOIF as a major

stakeholder of the Olympic movement."

The issue will be discussed at the ASOIF general assembly in So-

chi on Wednesday.

ASOIF represents the 28 sports on the program of the Summer

Olympics. Among its members is the judo federation, of which

Vizer is also the president.

SportAccord represents more than 100 Olympic and non-Olympic

federations, including the 28 ASOIF members. Vizer, who is de-

manding more power for his organization, was re-elected Monday

to a four-year term as president.

With his position under fire, Vizer shot back in an interview broad-

cast Tuesday night on SportAccord's TV network partner, Eu-

ronews, again accusing the IOC of looking out for its own inter-

ests.

"I expressed the reality of sport today," he said. "The question is

to clean up the system and to make it fair for the benefit of sport.

Not a system that defends itself and a specific group or leaders or

cardinals of sport because we don't need that and sport doesn't

need that.

"I don't care if some people are afraid to say that but I say that.

We don't need cardinals of sport. We don't need popes. We need

fair leaders who are examples for sports through their attitude, be-

havior, measures, actions, initiatives, strategies and vision."

Vizer said the IOC has "lots of tentacles in different directions."

"So the question is very simple: Do we want to clean up the story

or cover the story?" he said.

Vizer said he was prepared to fight his case.

Adidas CEO says FIFA scandal not damag-

ing its brand

Reuters
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"It doesn't matter what are the consequences for myself personal-

ly," he said. "My voice is the voice for sport, for reality, for fairness

in sport. .... What I say is true and nobody can stop that."

IAAF President Lamine Diack said earlier that Vizer resembled "a

chief or dictator coming from nowhere" and telling major sports

federations what to do.

The IAAF and international shooting federation both withdrew

from SportAccord.

ASOIF president Francesco Ricci Bitti said two more federations,

World Archery and the International Canoe Federation, had sus-

pended their involvement with SportAccord, but not withdrawn

completely.

UCI President Brian Cookson would not rule out the possibility of

the cycling federation pulling out.

The International Paralympic Committee withdrew its associate

membership late Tuesday.

"The IPC do not agree with the comments made by President

Vizer about the IOC during Monday's opening and certainly do not

support his views," IPC chief executive officer Xavier Gonzalez

said.

Along with the IAAF, at least 14 federation presidents, including

FIFA's Sepp Blatter, signed letters of protest at Vizer's comments.

Vizer has been at odds with the IOC for several years, ever since

he first took over SportAccord and sought to establish a "United

World Championships" every four years for all the sports. The

plan has not materialized.

The IOC snubbed Vizer by deciding not to hold an executive

board meeting during the SportAccord convention in Sochi. The

board has met during all the previous annual conferences going

back to 2003. Vizer was also perturbed after the IOC prohibited

the two bid cities for the 2022 Winter Games — Be jing and Al-

maty, Kazakhstan — from making presentations in Sochi.

___

Wilson reported from London.
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Related Stories
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Thomas Bach to Marius
Vizer: I'll get back to you
later

LONDON (AP) --

IOC President

Thomas Bach is

keeping Marius

Vizer waiting on

his invitation for a

clear-the-air meet-

ing.

Vizer, who heads

the umbrella body

SportAccord, wrote

to Bach on Tues-

day asking for a

meeting to mend

fences following

his blistering attack

on the International

Olympic Commit-

tee in Sochi last

month.

At least a dozen

sports federations

have suspended or

cut ties with SportAccord in protest over Vizer's speech, with row-

ing and modern pentathlon the latest to withdraw on Wednesday.

F LE - In this Friday, May 31, 2013 file photo, Marius Vizer, president of the Inter
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Browns' Manziel starts hot but fizzles l…

Olympics-Equestrian fed-
eration joins SportAc-
cord's growing exodus

By Karolos

Grohmann

May 21 (Reuters) -

The international

equestrian federa-

tion (FEI) cut ties

with SportAccord

on Thursday, the

latest federation to

wa kout after its

president sharply

criticised the Inter-

national Olympic

Committee.

Some 15 Olympic

federations have

already withdrawn

their membership

from the umbrella

organisation, rep-

resenting about

100Olympic and

non-Olympic

sports bodies, after President Marius Vizer's criticism of the IOC

last month.

"The FEI, alongside many other international sports federa-

tions...will seek full clarity regarding SportAccord's role and mis-

sion, including a review of SportAccord's governance and man-

agement," FEI President Ingmar De Vos said in a statement on

Thursday.

Vizer told Reuters in an interview on Wednesday he had proposed

a meeting with IOC President Thomas Bach to clear the air and

said the withdrawals were the result of pressure from the IOC on

the federations.

"I had expected more solidarity from international federations,

specifically from summer Olympics federations, because I spoke

out in the favour of the sport," Vizer said.
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By Daniel Etchells (http://www.insidethegames.biz/writers/24069/daniel-etchells)   Wednesday, 27 May 2015 ()

The Association of International Olympic Winter Spo rts Federations (AIOWF) and
Association of International Olympic Committee (IOC ) Recognised International
Sports Federations (ARISF) have suspended their mem berships with SportAccord.

Gian Franco Kasper and Raffaele Chiulli, the Presidents of ASOIF and ARISF respectively,
are Vizer's two closest lieutenants at SportAccord, serving as the senior vice-president and

vice-president respectively. 

Kasper confirmed his body's decision in a letter addressed directly to SportAccord counterpart Marius Vizer and
seen by insidethegames. 

Copied into the letter along with AIOWF members is IOC President Thomas Bach, as well as Francesco Ricci Bitti,
President of the Association of Summer Olympic International Sports Federations (ASOIF), and Chiulli, who has
also sent a letter to Vizer confirming his body's decision "to provisionally suspend any further activities" with
SportAccord. 

Kasper's letter, however, is notably more conciliatory than other letters sent to Vizer recently. 

"We remain confident that in the near future a constructive dialogue between SportAccord and its stakeholders in
the interests of the Olympic Movement can be achieved," it reads. 

The move follows that of the ASOIF which disassociated its affiliation with SportAccord in the immediate aftermath
of Vizer’s explosive attack on the IOC and Bach at last month’s SportAccord Convention in Sochi.

Vizer alleged the IOC "lacked transparency", that its Agenda 2020 reform process had brought "hardly any benefit"
to sport and that it had unfairly blocked SportAccord in its drive to organise new Commissions and events.

Every Summer Olympic sport body except for the Vizer-led International Judo Federation signed a letter supporting
the decision of the ASOIF, while both the International Paralympic Committee and the Commonwealth Games
Federation have made a similar move.

The AIOWF opted for less drastic action at the time, merely expressing its “disagreement” with “the occasion and
manner in which the opinions of the SportAccord President were expressed” and calling for “constructive dialogue
between SportAccord and all stakeholders in the interests of the Olympic Movement”.

But following the withdrawals of 22 Olympic sports and four non-Olympic sports, it has now joined the exodus.

Athletics, shooting, archery, canoeing, boxing, hockey, taekwondo, wrestling, bobsleigh, triathlon, weightlifting,
rowing, modern pentathlon, volleyball, equestrian, curling, table tennis, rugby, fencing, cycling, basketball and
badminton make up the Olympic sports, while karate, korfball, orienteering and motor racing comprise the
non-Olympic quartet. 
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Gian Franco Kasper's letter to Marius Vizer ©ITG

Chiulli confirmed the ARISF addressed the "escalating situation" fuelled by Vizer's statements at an Extraordinary
Session of its Council.

"In the meeting, the ARISF Council expressed its growing concern and disappointment with the SportAccord
President’s lack of prior consultation with the SportAccord Council in issuing such statements," read his letter, which
has also been seen by insidethegames. 

"Furthermore, it was gravely noted that no such consultation took place with the ARISF Council.

"For these reasons the ARISF Council requests that an urgent meeting of the SportAccord Council be convened in
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order to address the deteriorating relations between SportAccord and the International Olympic Committee.

"Until such an open and consensus-building process is established and a solution is found, the ARISF Council has
decided to provisionally suspend any further activities between ARISF and SportAccord."

Chiulli also said ARISF "was pleased to participate in, and contribute towards the key elements of Agenda 2020,
which it strongly supports" and "is fully committed to contributing towards effective and constructive dialogue
to promote unity and find reasonable, positive and respectful solutions in the interests of the entire international
sporting community".
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